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Coronavirus update 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you are all aware, the government is making plans to ensure everyone stays as safe as possible in the 

light of the spread of Coronavirus. So far, we have not heard anything from the emergency COBRA meeting 

today and so will continue as set out below. 

It is possible that schools may be required to close in the coming weeks; but this is not yet certain. 

If we are required to close, we will want to ensure that the children’s education is interrupted as little as 

possible. We are very aware that this is a crucial time for many of our children and wish to mitigate the 

issues that may be faced. 

Teachers are making plans to ensure that work can be sent out to children during any enforced school 

closure or cases of self-isolation. 

As parents, it will be important that you are able to receive the information from your child’s class teacher. 

The table below shows what you might expect if the school is forced to close. 

Year group Method of sending work 

Nursery Mrs Wilson will provide a pack of activites. 

Reception Children will come home with a pack of activities to complete 

Years 1 and 2 Class Dojo will be used to send activities home. Children will 
bring home paper and pencils. 

Years 3 and 4 Class Dojo will be used to send activities home. Children will 
bring home paper and pencils 

Years 5 and 6 Class Dojo will be used to send some activities home. 
Google Classroom will be used for some tasks*. 
Children will bring home paper and pencils/pens. 

 

*We will ensure that the children know how to access Google classroom. 

As you can see, Class Dojo is going to be central to lots of information. Please make sure you are signed up. 

If you have not used the app in a while, please make sure you have it downloaded. If you have any 

questions about using Class Dojo, please contact your child’s teacher via the school office. 

If you know you are going to have difficulties accessing information via these sources, please let us know as 

soon as possible so we can make alternative plans. 
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It is anticipated that work will be set regularly over the duration of any closure, not just in one go. 

There are many online sources of good activities. Many of your children already access Mathletics and 

Times Table Rockstars. They can continue to do this during any school closure. 

Parents can also sign up to Study Ladder, used by classes in Year 1 and Year 2. 

Oxford Owl is a super source of ideas for reading, maths, phonics and story materials and can be accessed 

free of charge via the link below. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 

Children’s activities can be found at: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/kids-activities 

 

Should the school be forced to close, updates and information will be sent via the Teachers To Parents text 

and email service. Additional information will also be posted on the school website as events develop. 

If you or any member of your household becomes infected or comes into contact with a person who has 

the virus and needs to self-isolate, please contact the school via the office email on 

office@marydeans.plymouth.sch.uk so we can keep our records up to date for all pupils. 

These are truly unprecedented times and, although there is still great uncertainty, we wish to reassure you 

that we have plans in place to support the continuity of your children’s education.  

In school, we continue to encourage and practice good hand hygiene and ensure all surfaces are cleaned 

thoroughly. All children have access to tissues and have been taught to ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ when 

coughing or sneezing. 

Until we are told differently, we will continue to work together following the advice from Public Health 

England to keep the children well and safe in school. 

Should we be informed that school must close, we will share this information with you as soon as it is 

received. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs T Jones 

Head Teacher  
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